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Abstract
Philip K Hitti is one of those renowned orientalists who have written about the history
of Islam. His book “History of the Arab” has been popular and accepted by both
Muslims and non-Muslim readers. In his book, Hitti has explained his views about the
concept of “Khilafat” and the policies adopted my first four Muslim “Khalifahs” during
their reign. He admires their struggles and way of governing and on some phases he
creates doubts as well. A common Muslim reader might not catch those doubts and
take them into consideration while reading the book. Therefore it is of utmost
importance that the information about the history of Islam and remarks of Hitti
regarding particular aspects should by analyzed according to the historical
approaches of Muslim scholars. This article happens to be covering this space. In this
regard, claims of Hitti have been highlighted and then their brief but comprehensive
critical analysis has been presented. Primary sources of Muslim history have been
given preference and on some places, secondary sources have also been consulted.
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The aged and pious abu-Bakr, a father-in-law of the Prophet and one of the first three
or four to believe in him, received the oath of allegiance (bay'ah) from the assembled
chiefs, probably in accordance with a previously arranged scheme between himself,
'Umar ibn-al-Khattab and abu-'Ubaydah ibn-al-Jarrah the triumvirate who presided

over the destinies of infant Islam'.
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'Umar's military communistic constitution set up an ascendancy of Arabism and
secured for the non-Arabian believer a status superior to that of the unbeliever!“.
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Not fanaticism but economic necessity drove the Bedouin hordes, and most of the
armies of conquest were recruited from the Bedouins, beyond the confines of their
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Outside of the Arabian peninsula and especially in the instance of the ahl al-kittab
(Christians and Jews) there was a third and, from the standpoint of the conquerors,
more desirable choice besides the Koran and the sword-tribute32.
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“It is to be collected without violence or flogging. The dhimmi need not sell his cattle,
asses, or sheep to pay it39”.
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It was Arabianism and not Muhammadanism that triumphed first. Not until the
second and third centuries of the Moslem era did the bulk of the people in Syria,
Mesopotamia and Persia profess the religion of Muhammad. Between the military
conquest of these regions and their religious conversion a long period intervened.

And when they were converted the people turned primarily because of self-interest
to escape tribute and seek identification with the ruling class*.
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Many Christian theologians have supposed that the debased condition moral and
spiritual—of the Eastern Church of that period must have alienated the hearts of

many and driven them to seek a healthier spiritual atmosphere in the faith of Islam
which had come to them in all the vigour of new-born zeal*!.
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