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Abstract

Religious seminaries (Madaris) have remained the backbone of Islamic learning in
the Indian subcontinent, and the scholars they produce occupy a central place in the
moral and social life of Muslim society. Yet the economic condition of these graduates
has seldom been studied in a systematic manner. This article examines the economic
self-reliance and social role of madrasa graduates in the light of the Qur'an, the
Sunnah and the practice of the Companions and the early scholars, and then applies
this framework to the graduates of the religious seminaries of District Swat who
completed their studies between 2001 and 2005. Drawing on a qualitative study
based on face-to-face interviews, the article shows that most graduates depend on
Imamat, Khitabat and teaching as their main sources of income, that a number of them
have attempted trade and small business, and that their social standing remains high
in matters such as dispute resolution, family decisions and the reform of un-Islamic
customs. The study identifies the lack of technical and vocational skills, the absence
of economic training in the madrasa curriculum, limited local employment
opportunities and certain social attitudes as the principal causes of economic
weakness. It concludes that the Islamic concept of lawful earning (Kasb-e-Halal)
offers a dignified path, and proposes practical measures such as skill-based courses
within madaris, fixed salary structures for religious services, and the promotion of
trade and entrepreneurship among graduates, so that the scholars may perform their
religious and social duties with peace of mind.

Keywords: Madaris, madrasa graduates, Islamic economics, Kasb-e-Halal, District Swat, social role.
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6 Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (London: W. Strahan
and T. Cadell, 1776), Book IV, Introduction.
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7 Alfred Marshall, Principles of Economics (London: Macmillan, 1890), Book I, Chapter 1.
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33 Sultan-i-Rome, Swat State (1915-1969) from Genesis to Merger (Karachi: Oxford University Press,
2008).

34 Barbara Daly Metcalf, Islamic Revival in British India: Deoband, 1860-1900 (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1982).
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37Muhammad Qasim Zaman, The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Change (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2002).
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